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David Ramsden, Harry Venning, Various: Clare In The Community: Selections From Series Six before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Clare In The Community:
Selections From Series Six:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy E WethingtonSo funny

Since the last series, society itself hasimproved little, so there are till plenty of challenges out there for an involved,
caring social worker. Or even Clare. The team at the Family Centre has been shaken around and shuffled about. Clare
isnow Acting Team Leader, as Irene has job-swapped. And whilst Irene isin Melbourne the team here are joined by
Libby an Aussie and alezzie, proud to be both, and after Claresjob. But it isin the nature of hell to be unchanging,
and most of the regulars are present and correct for afurther round of frustration, despair, disappointment, team
meetings and eleven oclock cakes at the Sparrowhawk Family Centre. Sally Phillips stars as Clare, with Liza Tarbuck
as Helen, Alex Lowe as Brian, Richard Lumsden as Ray and Nina Conti as Megan/Nali. A completely engaging
narrative, beautifully observed characters and lots of very funny material Sony Award judges.2 CDs. 2 hrs.

About the AuthorHarry Venning (Author) 'Clare in the Community began as a strip cartoon in the social work
magazine Care Weekly. Six weeks later Care Weekly ceased publication, but no link was ever established between the
two events. After this less than auspicious start she transferred to The Guardian, where she has been ever since.ln 2004
Clare made the leap from a printed page to the airwaves of Radio 4 as a sitcom, which demanded her character be
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fleshed out considerably. We decided that she should be white, middle class and heterosexual - all of which are causes
of discomfort to her - and that her obsessive involvement in other people's lives was the way she avoided addressing
the problems of her own.At first we had a bit of adilemma regarding Clare's professional competence. Although we
were keen to avoid joining in with the national pastime of denigrating social workers, as popularised by certain right-
leaning newspapers, Clare was funnier the more insensitive, oblivious, self-absorbed and generally useless she was.
Ultimately, we went for the funny option and so far no social workers have complained of misrepresentation.In fact,
quite the opposite. Social workers often compliment us on how accurate the shows are, and are surprised that we have
no background in the profession. Thisis particularly flattering, since we have always prided ourselves on writing the
shows from a position of profound ignorance. We have our moles on the inside who feed us workplace jargon and
steer us away from glaring inaccuracies, but apart from that we have studiously avoided any kind of research. First,
because for the show to have mass appeal it has to be accessible to an audience without any specialist knowledge, and
secondly because we are too lazy.People often think it's the actors who make comedies funny, but it isn't. It's the
writing. Having said that, Clare in the Community has been particularly lucky inits cast. So, grudging thanks to them.
And since we're thanking people we really should mention our infinitely patient, endlessly resourceful, multi-talented
producer Katie Tyrell.'Harry Venning David Ramsden, writers of Clare in the Community, June 2007



