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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great help for cub scoutsBy laurajo06My husband had a copy of this 
book when he was in elementary school, and after 20 years of reading in the car, at home, and sharing it with our 
young children, it was time for it to retire. Then my 9yo started Bear Cub Scouts and for part of the STEM/NOVA 
awards, he needed to learn about codes and ciphers. I instantly looked this book up and bought a copy. My son and my 
husband work on this together. It's so fun to see him learning about codes, and being able to easily write secret 
messages to his dad. It's a great book for boys who like puzzles (or secret messages - so pretty much all boys!)0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy lorettaGrandson loves it. thanks1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great way to get children to understand the idea of ...By tonytGreat way to get children to 
understand the idea of code, plus they love thinking they've made a language only they can understand.

"A fascinating, challenging book." A.L.A. BooklistLearn to use the most important codes and methods of secret 
communication in use since ancient times. Cipher and decipher codes used by spies. Explore the famous codes that 
changed the fate of nations and political leaders. And enjoy hours of fun experimenting with cryptography the science 
of secret writing.Beginning with simple letter substitutions and transposition ciphers, world-famous science writer 
Martin Gardner explains how to break complicated polyalphabetical ciphers and codes worked with grids, squares, 
triangles, and charts. You'll learn codes that are keyed to typewriters and telephone dials . . . even codes that use 
playing cards, knots, and swizzle sticks. Experiment with invisible writing inks that glow in black light and turn red 
under heat and explore the possibilities of sending messages through outer space to unknown worlds.Using this book, 
you can solve the historically famous Playfair Cipher used by Australia in World War II, the Pigpen Cipher used by 
Confederate soldiers during the Civil War, Thomas Jefferson's Wheel Cipher, the Beaufort system used by the British 
Royal Navy, codes devised by authors for heroes in literature Sherlock Holmes, Captain Kidd, and the Shadow. And 
you will enjoy experimenting with bizarre methods of message sending the Dot Code, Knot Code, Swizzle Code, and 
more.Young cryptanalysts, cipher fans, and puzzlists of all ages will find hours of intrigue and challenge in Codes, 
Ciphers and Secret Writing. 

From the Back Cover"A fascinating, challenging book."A.L.A. BooklistLearn to use the most important codes and 
methods of secret communication in use since ancient times. Cipher and decipher codes used by spies. Explore the 
famous codes that changed the fate of nations and political leaders. And enjoy hours of fun experimenting with 
cryptographythe science of secret writing.Beginning with simple letter substitutions and transposition ciphers, world-
famous science writer Martin Gardner explains how to break complicated polyalphabetical ciphers and codes worked 
with grids, squares, triangles, and charts. You'll learn codes that are keyed to typewriters and telephone dials . . . even 
codes that use playing cards, knots, and swizzle sticks. Experiment with invisible writinginks that glow in black light 
and turn red under heatand explore the possibilities of sending messages through outer space to unknown 
worlds.Using this book, you can solve the historically famous Playfair Cipher used by Australia in World War II, the 
Pigpen Cipher used by Confederate soldiers during the Civil War, Thomas Jefferson's Wheel Cipher, the Beaufort 
system used by the British Royal Navy, codes devised by authors for heroes in literatureSherlock Holmes, Captain 
Kidd, and the Shadow. And you will enjoy experimenting with bizarre methods of message sendingthe Dot Code, 
Knot Code, Swizzle Code, and more.Young cryptanalysts, cipher fans, and puzzlists of all ages will find hours of 
intrigue and challenge in Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing. 


