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Kenneth Portnoy : Screen Adaptation: A Scriptwriting Handbook before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Screen Adaptation: A Scriptwriting Handbook:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. one of the best books to buy on screenwritingBy R Zimmera very
good book that goesin detail and lists challenges that you may face when adapting a book, short story, plays, to the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0240803493

screen. shows examples and gives exercises from films to show how to find the best plot line for a script. this book is
good for the beginner and the seasoned writer. there is so much in this book to learn in this book it is well worth
buying.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Life line to save timeBy A CustomerAs a professional
screenwriter paid to adapt two novelsin the past year, | would have saved copious hoursif only 1'd first read this book.
| give it my highest recommendation wishing someone had alerted me ealier to its resourcefullness and wise insight.

Screen Adaptation : A Scriptwriting Handbook, 2nd ed. examines the challenge screenwriters face when adapting
novels, plays, and short stories for the screen. Thoroughly updated to include new exercises and example from current
films, this book provides practical, usable information on how to find the best plot line for a script, choose key
characters, and understand the goals and formats of different genres. Topicsinclude: determining which characters and
events are most valuable on developing the main story;expanding short novellas and condensing long novels;using
dialog to advance the story and reveal character;comparing the formats of plays, short stories, and novels to those of
screenplaysapproaching the marketplacel n this book, both beginning writers and professionals will find the tools
necessary to evaluate a prospective source and create a successful screenplay

From the Back CoverScreen Adaptation : A Scriptwriting Handbook, 2nd ed. examines the challenge screenwritiers
face when adapting novels, plays, and short stories for the screen. Thoroughly updated to include new exercises and
example from current films, this book provides practical, usable information on how to find the best plot line for a
script, choose key characters, and understand the goals and formats of different genres. Topics include; .determining
which characters and events are most valuable on devel oping the main story .expanding short novellas and condensing
long novels .using dialog to advance the story and reveal character .comparing the formats of plays, short stories, and
novels vs. those of screenplays .approaching the marketplace In this book both beginning writers and professionals
will find the tools necessary to evaluate a prospective source and create a successful screenplayAbout the
AuthorProfessor of Screenwriting at California State University - Northridge, has taught screenwriting for more than
ten years. He has written numerous plays and scripts, including two teleplays for the television series, ""Quincy."



