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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Splendid!By AmerikafanA first-rate resource for film scholars and 
Inter-Americanists. While individual essays tend to focus on one director, region, or nation, the book as a whole gives 
great insights into how particular movements were not merely national but inter-American phenomena. The 
introduction to this volume does a great job putting individual figures and developments into perspective, arguing that 
often it makes sense to look at the context of the Americas rather than at smaller units. Half the essays are in English, 
the other half in Spanish, which takes some getting used to. But each essay in Spanish comes with an English abstract 
and vice versa. The volume concludes with interviews with four documentary filmmakers who address practical issues 
of representing a nation in a documentary. Highly recommended.

The first in a series, this collection of essays addresses the role of documentary film in negotiations of national identity 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. Twenty essays by scholars from Latin America, the USA, and Europe analyze 
narrations of nation in this genre, focusing on documentary film as a political medium, representations of the margins 
of the nation, postmodern documentary aesthetics, the function of documentaries in terms of cultural memory, and 
recent revisions of documentary film history. In a concluding section, four renowned filmmakers from Argentina, 
Ecuador, Mexico, and the USA discuss their own approaches to constructing imagined communities in the practice of 
documentary filmmaking. This volume contains essays in both English and Spanish.


