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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. MOST LIKELY THE BEST AVAILABLE....By Lennyl have
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purchased and devoured this book and the first volume of Michael Welles Schock's Screenwriting and the Unified
Theory of Narrative, val. |, and in the course of writing my review for the latter | was privileged to extol the worth of
both. | do not feel that there is enough to say about their value as texts for study on the subject. This book is the best
how-to book on screenwriting | have personally encountered. | am sure that | will read and reread it and its companion
for the remainder of the time left for me to stay involved in the subject. It affords what itstitle promises. It is the most
detailed and intensive assay of what is required of awriter to compose a great script that | have studied both as a
student and independently.As | said in the other review, the beginning student should start with a more rudimentary
text such as Save The Cat or Michael Hauge's Writing Screenplays That Sell and then immerse themselvesin this
book well, uh, down to the atoms maybe. Such a pathway will afford the foundations of atruly comprehensive grasp
of subject. Then read about a thousand scripts and type one's fingers to the bone everyday including weekends and
holidays, and write and rewrite and revise dozens of original scripts and immediate success will doubtlessly ensue
seemingly without a noticeable expense of effort.12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Hands Down,
the most useful book on the "craft" .By Chris RobertsThisisthe "meat and potatoes' of telling a cinematic story. Too
many books try to convince you that there is some magic formula or roadmap you can follow to writing a screenplay.
This formula approach baits the screenwriter with the premise of a"get-rich-quick" method that rarely endswith a
well told story. Thisis not one of those books. In order to write a screenplay, the writer must know what constitutes a
"Story" (in cinematic terms)and more importantly to whom the the story iswritten. The author delvesinto what makes
astory "work" by explaining what goes on "behind the curtain” in awell told film. By explaining what happens under
the surface, you'll understand the fundamentals of storytelling (in film), from the ground up. Of the 50 or more books |
have read on screenwriting, most of them try to give you the sequence or structure and expect you to fill in the blanks.
If you understand how an audience "watches" afilm and what is absolutely required to keep them "watching", the
structure and sequence will take care of itself in your telling of the story. No other book will open your eyesto the one
fact that the audience isking. | suspect, over time, this book will be a"Must Read" for every screenwriting course
offered and personally | couldn't give it a higher recommendation.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Screenwriting Down to the AtomsBy Sydney L. CuthbertWant to know just why you're instructed to do certain things
when it comes to writing a screenplay? This book will go along way to filling in the blanks. Unlike alot of other
screenwriting books, this one doesn't concentrate on magic formulae that will get Hollywood to fall in love with your
"same thing only different" screenplay. Instead it goes into depth on WHY screenplays are written the way they are,
what makes characters and stories work best and why the screenplay structure isthe way it is. An excellent place to
stop off before you go off saving the cat...

There are many books on screenwriting that claim to have al the answers. Unfortunately, quite often the more aspiring
writers read, the more confused they become as they encounter contradictory statements, incomplete perspectives, and
methods that fail to do more than scratch the surface. Screenwriting Down to the Atoms was written to end all the
confusion. It picks up where the best leave off and makes up for where the rest fall short by looking closer and digging
deeper to reveal the true principles beneath great cinematic stories. No confusion. No contradictions. Atoms provides a
light in the dark to give afull, simple, and truly effective understanding of the craft. Screenwriting Down to the Atoms
takes the basics far beyond the basics. It begins by putting the entire field under the microscope to challenge, and often
refute, ideas writers have been taught to assume for decades. It then builds a simple, systematic approach clear enough
for any writer to understand and put directly into use. Readers will discover storytelling's "golden key" - an elegantly-
simple structure that forms the basis of all other structures. They will learn how to satisfy viewers by meeting the
responsibilities of the storyteller-audience relationship. They will understand how to creatively control story
information to give a narrative the greatest dramatic impact. Most writerstoil for years to learn these principles. With
Atoms, you can have this knowledge from the very start. Whether you are working on your fifteenth screenplay or
your first, Screenwriting Down to the Atoms gives indispensable knowledge found in no other source. Atomsis
screencraft for the 21st century. The next generation of guides for the next generation of writers.



