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Robert McCarthy : Secrets of Hollywood Special Effects  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Secrets of Hollywood Special Effects: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Secrets a dated but generous work.By Anthony LealandSecrets of 
Hollywood Special Effects was in its day without a doubt an excellent work, and still is packed full of very interesting 
and helpful references.While CGI has taken over the mainstream special effects, lower budget films are unable to 
afford the costs of CGI and real special effects are still in demand, and on stage as well in live productions.The book 
quite rightly has a very strong emphasis on safety, and the need to thoroughly rehearse what you are going to 
attempt.The author, Robert McCarthy is generous in giving away information not only about the special effect but how 
to interact with the talent using the special effect.However his chapter on chemical affects is an absolute shocker, with 
potassium chlorate and sulphur being frequently used in compositions. These two chemicals can ignite with very small 
amounts of friction.Mercurous chloride is used in a number of the compositions, and the dangers of mercury salts 
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completely ignored. No one, but no one uses mercury salts for pyrotechnics, because of the toxicity let alone the 
cost.In fact I have to wonder if this chapter used works from the 19th century as a reference, when the use of such 
compositions was commonplace.The line drawing illustrations are extremely good, however reproductions of actual 
film scenes of extremely poor quality and it is difficult to see what is happening. Some of the other black-and-white 
photos which were shot especially for the book are also of poor quality.The chapter on fireworks is very dated, with 
little reference to electronic choreographed firing, and much emphasis on hand firing. As well it recommends the use 
of steel mortars when nearly every jurisdiction in many countries have banned these because of shrapnel issues after 
deaths.These deaths have occurred in among other countries, Switzerland, Australia and New Zealand, entirely due to 
steel mortars. This chapter should have been removed from the book as it is not special effects and there are far better 
books and training on firework shows available.All in all as the book says in its disclaimer, do not attempt to create 
any of these effects without proper training experience and professional assistance.However for operators in the 
industry, it is an exceptionally good read, and if you only come away with one revelation or interesting observation it 
is well worthwhile buy.For the interested auteur, TV and film buff it will be a fascinating read seeing behind the 
scenes.I am sure those professionals who read the book, will come away with considerable respect for work that 
Robert McCarthy did.Anthony Lealand Firework Professionals Ltd [...]0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Special Effects Handbook- Put this book in your Library!By Thors HammerIf you want to know Old School 
Special Effects, or learn how they did a special effect this book should be on your bookshelf. Many of Hollywood's 
SPX techs have this book in their libraries for reference. This book is very helpful in understanding the principles of 
Special Effects and as a SPFX tech myself I would say that you should have this book in your shop.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy CustomerOK book, expected more.

Whether you are a working professional, a performance student or just interested in the techniques behind the effects, 
Secrets of Hollywood Special Effects provides the insights you've been looking for. This text is the comprehensive 
guide to special effects. Many different kinds of effects are covered, including chemicals, pyrotechnics, weapons, 
levitation and weather. Written by a recognized expert in the field, this book contains over 200 illustrations and 
diagrams providing in depth coverage of every detail. Case studies and a "behind the scenes" look at the 'The Fisher 
King' are included.

From the PublisherMany different kinds of effects are covered, including chemicals, pyrotechnics, weapons, levitation 
and weather. Written by a recognized expert in the field, this book contains over 200 illustrations and diagrams 
providing in depth coverage of every detail. Case studies and a "behind the scenes" look at the 'The Fisher King' are 
included.From the Back CoverWhether you're a working professional, a performance student, or just interested in the 
techniques behind the effects, 'Secrets of Hollywood Special Effects' provides the insights that you've been looking 
for. You will discover the basics as well as hard-to-find information on many different kinds of effects, including 
chemicals, pyrotechnics, weapons, levitation, and weather. 


