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Judith Buchanan : Shakespeare on Silent Film: An Excellent Dumb Discourse before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shakespeare on Silent Film: An Excellent Dumb
Discourse:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Lucid and Thoroughly Entertaining SurveyBy Dr. Laurence
RawJudith Buchanan's book takes a refreshing look at a fascinating subject: how could Shakespeare's plays - which
apparently depend for their success on language - be so popular in the silent era? She looks at the characteristics of
specific production companies, in both Britain and the United States, and shows how the respective conditions of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521871999

production - short shooting times, limited resources - significantly affected the ways in which the films appeared on
the screen. Close textual analyses of specific texts - including, most revealingly, the films produced to celebrate
Shakespeare's tercentenary in 1916 - complement the author's extensive historical research. 1'd recommend this book
to anyone interested in Shakespeare on film, as well as those interested in more specific questions of adapting texts
during the silent era.

Severa hundred films based on Shakespearean material were made in cinemas 'silent' era. What economic and
cultural ambitions combined in order to make Shakespeare such attractive source material for the film industry? What
were the characteristic approaches of particular production companies and of particular national film industries? How
were silent Shakespeare films marketed, distributed, exhibited and received? Through a series of close readings, and
drawing upon awealth of primary research, this engaging account tells an evolving story that both illuminates silent
Shakespeare films already known, and bringsinto critical circulation other films not yet commercialy available and
therefore little known. Subjects covered include nineteenth-century precursors of silent Shakespeare films, the many
Shakespeare films of the Vitagraph Company of America, the blockbuster Shakespeare films of the tercentenary year
1916, Asta Nielsen and Emil Jannings as the stars of German Shakespeare films of the 1920s, and silent films of
Hamlet.

"Thisis an important contribution to the study of Shakespeare on film ... it is meticulous, informative and critically
sophisticated, written in a clear, persuasive and appropriately elegant style. It brings new ideas and perspectives to
familiar films, stimulates interest in others and overall makes an outstanding contribution to itsfield." -Russell
Jackson, University of Birmingham'Buchanan makes a major contribution to both cinema studies and Shakespeare
studies, explaining why these silent films are not just Shakespeare manqu but valuable objects in their own right. The
book places the films within the legacy of Victorian entertainments from the magic lantern to the stage and uses them
to open up the era of silent film-making with insights into institutions, audiences and contemporary values. Buchanan
vividly bringsto life aforgotten world in which actors pantomimed Shakespeare and audiences responded with
enthusiasm." -Roberta Pearson, University of Nottingham™Judith Buchanan's excellent book reconnects us with a lost
world of Shakespearean performance. Through detailed, wide-ranging research and a high degree of imaginative
sympathy she makes an unshakeable case for the validity and thematic richness of the silent Shakespeare film. Itis
instantly the standard work on its subject.” -Luke McKernan, Curator of the Moving Image at the British LibraryAbout
the AuthorJudith Buchanan is Senior Lecturer in Film Studies in the Department of English and Related Literature,
University of York.



