(Mobile book) Silent Films, 1877-1996: A Critical Guide to 646 Movies

Silent Films, 1877-1996: A Critical Guideto 646 Movies

Robert K. Klepper
ebooks | Download PDF | *ePub | DOC | audiobook

Foasword by Fiank J@ Coghlan

& Donwload ’ & Read Online

#3445579 in Books McFarland Company 1999-030riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 1.50 x 7.36 x 10.22l,
#File Name: 0786405953596 pages | File size: 47.Mb

Robert K. Klepper : Silent Films, 1877-1996: A Critical Guideto 646 Movies before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Silent Films, 1877-1996: A Critical Guide to 646 Movies:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely essential guide to mostly available silent films with tons
...By unix.socketAbsolutely essential guide to mostly available silent films with tons of background info, pictures and
reviews for each movie. Many films listed are readily available via streaming or DV D while others exists only in print
form in private collections.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well researched workBy George
LarkinGreat research material .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Silent Films, 1877-1996: A Critical
Guide to 646 MoviesBy Davidl enjoyed this book immensely this book comesin handy almost every day so | can look


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786405953

up references to different films.

Thisfilm reference covers 646 silent motion pictures, from Eadweard Muybridge's initial motion photography
experimentsin 1877 to the 1996 silent film effort, "The Taxi Dancer". Among the genre included are classics, dramas,
Westerns, light comedies, documentaries and even poorly produced early pornography. Masterpieces such as "Joan the
Woman" (1916), "Intolerance" (1916) and "Faust" (1926) can be found, as well as rare titles that have not received
coverage since their original releases. Each entry provides complete credits information, a description, critical
commentary, and an evaluation of the film's unique place in motion picture history. Birth dates, death dates, and other
facts are provided for the directors and players where available, with a selection of photographs of those individuals.

From Library Journal Expanding on his Silent Films on Video (McFarland, 1996), Klepper offers his personal

appraisal of 646 films. Arranged by year of release and then alphabetically by title, the entries provide a chronology of
the development of the film industry as well as information on specific titles. Each entry includes production
company, running time, director and other technical contributors, and cast, including vital dates and the names of the
characters portrayed. While these facts are hel pful and sometimes hard to come by, the real merit of the book liesin
the zest with which Klepper covers his subject. He goes beyond the usual feature films and serials and delves into the
early experiments of Edison and Lumi ere, issue films on such topics as civil rights and homosexuality, and even some
films that were considered pornographic at the time. His critiques summarize the plot, note historic significance, give
facts about the filming, and relate fascinating anecdotes about the stars on and off the set. Well over 200 illustrations, a
four-star rating system, and a copious index add to the appeal of the book. Unfortunately, the sources for obtaining the
films are not usually mentioned, so another reference book such as Klepper's own (mentioned above) must be
consulted. Recommended for any library where thereisinterest in silent films.AVivian Reed, Long Beach P.L., CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistKlepper has a most serious love affair with silent
movies. His previous work, Silent Films on Video (McFarland, 1996), listed more than 700 silent movies available on
video. Thiswork builds on the earlier one and has entries for 646 silent movies with cast lists and birth and death dates
of performers, directors, etc., when known. The work covers 119 years of films, from the experimental photography of
Eadweard Muybridge in 1877 to The Taxi Dancer in 1996. The earlier experimental films are not rated, but the longer
works are assigned ratings that range from four stars (a masterpiece) to one star (abysmal). The purpose of the work is
to provide information on silent movies, lobby for wider availability of some, point out the ones to ignore, and provide
a comprehensive study of the topic.Within each section, arrangement is by year, and then alphabetical by film title.
Thefirst chapter covers the "Experimenta Y ears (18777-1885)." Most of these films are very short and depict actions,
such as Woman Hopping on One Foot or Woman Walking Down Stairs. The 1890s saw more Edison Kinetoscope
Company shorts, generally less than a minute in length, such as Fred Ott's Sneeze and Serpentine Dances. "The
Nickelodeon Age (19027-1911)" began with films that told a story. One of the most famousis A Trip to the Moon,
which appears in most movie and science fiction retrospectives. As much as can be located about the film's cast and
crew isincluded along with pertinent dates. Thereis aso a brief plot summary and evaluation. The longest section is
"The Golden Eraof Silents (1912be as long as two pages. All the big names pop up, including Lon Chaney, Charlie
Chaplin, Harold Lloyd, Mary Pickford, and. Gloria Swanson. A Free Ride (1915), which is the oldest hard-core porn
film in existence, is described. Early African American films such as Body and Soul (1924), with Paul Robeson, are
included. Black-and-white photographs of many of the movie stars are scattered throughout. The work concludes with
an extensive bibliography of the works consulted and a comprehensive bibliography of films and people. The film
titles analyzed arein italics. One thing to note about the index is that citations refer to the number of the entry, not the
page. The work is not without flaws. Errors such as "good buy" instead of "good guy" and "short" instead of "shot" are
found. Also, in the entry for the 1927 version of Ben Hur, the main character is called "Judas" instead of "Judah.” It
can be difficult to locate film entries if one does not know the year of release, and the index is not always helpful. The
index listing for Intolerance gives more than 30 entry numbers, with no indication of which isthe main one. Generally,
however, thislabor of love is areadable and critically perceptive analysis of silent movies.Other resources on the topic
include the three-volume Magill's Survey of Cinema: Silent Films (Gale, 1982), which has long critical summaries of
308 films from the years 1902 to 1936. Many more films are listed in the silent-films volume of The Motion Picture
Guide (Cinebooks, 1985) and in pertinent volumes of The American Film Institute Catalog of Motion Pictures
Produced in the United States (Univ. of California, 1970"-), but these provide only brief descriptions. Silent Films,
18777-1996 covers more years, has a number of unique titles, and offers descriptions that are often considerably
detailed. Recommended for public, academic, and special libraries. "worthwhile...an enjoyable, accessible introduction
to the...diversity of silent films* -- Choice



