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Peter Kobel : Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Silent Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of 
Movie Culture: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Interesting insightsBy LauraAlthough I have watched some silent 
movies and many more talkies from the 30's, I was not familiar with the origins of the industry and associated 
technology. If you are looking for extensive bios on actors, this is not your book. This is a comprehensive look at how 
the motion picture industry started, actors, directors and other roles (and how they were different than for talkies), etc. 
I found it very insightful as I learned of Silent Film stars and industry pioneers that I was not familiar with. The 
photographs are awesome as well. It reads well as it is not overly technical or dry.3 of 3 people found the following 
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review helpful. OutstandingBy SunhouseThis is a book that you'll keep coming back to for the wonderful illustrations 
but, happily, it's great read, too. Kobel covers a lot of territory; not only about the stars and directors, as you'd expect, 
but also about the technology and business side of early film. While there may be more comprehensive studies on a lot 
of important figures out there, this is the best general overview of silents that I've come across. Even if you've never 
seen a silent film in your life, this great book just might make you want to.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Beautiful book definitely for the keeping!By SpookyWhat a gorgeous book! I originally got this book for an 
old film history class, but it has been on my coffee table ever since. It is full of interesting and wonderful history of 
silent films and the stars, as well as the directors and more. It has lovely photos throughout. This is one of the best 
books on silent movies and I highly recommend it.

A gorgeous, lavish history of silent movies - with more than 400 amazing images - captures the birth of film and icons 
like Chaplin, Garbo, Clara Bow, and Valentino. Drawing on the extraordinary collection of The Library of Congress, 
one of the greatest repositories for silent film and memorabilia, Peter Kobel has created the definitive visual history of 
silent film. From its birth in the 1890s, with the earliest narrative shorts, through the brilliant full-length features of the 
1920s, SILENT MOVIES captures the greatest directors and actors and their immortal films. SILENT MOVIES also 
looks at the technology of early film, the use of color photography, and the restoration work being spearheaded by 
some of Hollywood's most important directors, such as Martin Scorsese and Francis Ford Coppola. Richly illustrated 
from the Library of Congress's extensive collection of posters, paper prints, film stills, and memorabilia-most of which 
have never been in print-SILENT MOVIES is an important work of history that will also be a sought-after gift book 
for all lovers of film.


