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Michel Chion : Sound: An Acoulogical Treatise before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Sound: An Acoulogical Treatise:

First published in French in 1998, revised in 2010, and appearing here in English for the first time, Michel Chion's


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=082236039X

Sound addresses the philosophical, interpretive, and practical questions that inform our encounters with sound. Chion
considers how cultural institutions privilege some sounds above others and how spurious distinctions between noise
and sound guide the ways we hear and value certain sounds. He critiques the tenacious tendency to understand sounds
in relation to their sources and advocates "acousmatic” listeninglistening without visual access to a sounds causeto
disentangle ourselves from auditory habits and prejudices. Y et sound can no more be reduced to mere perceptua
phenomena than encapsulated in the sciences of acoustics and physiology. As Chion reminds us and exploresin depth,
awide range of linguistic, sensory, cultural, institutional, and media- and technologically-specific factors interact with
and shape sonic experiences. | nterrogating these interactions, Chion stimulates us to think about how we might open
our earsto new sounds, become more nuanced and informed listeners, and more fully understand the links between
how we hear and what we do.

"Michel Chion isone of the leadingand most prolificwriters on sound, but only afew of his many books are available
in English. Thisimpeccable trandation of Sound will make Chion's outstanding work available to a broader audience.”



