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Ron Miller : Special Effects (Exceptional Social Studies Titles for Upper Grades)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Special Effects (Exceptional Social Studies Titles for 
Upper Grades): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fast delivery and received with good quality.By lc123Just what my 
son was looking for. Thanks. Fast delivery and received with good quality.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Raphael Mayer AboavVery good book and service5 of 5 people found the following review 
helpful. Good book, but the price is highBy Celeste ThomsThe book is about the history of special effects and the 
different types of special effects used in movies over the years. It talks about mechanical effects, miniatures, matte art, 
make-up, digital effects, etc. It also discusses the digital revolution. It's mainly a book for a younger audience.It's a 
nice little book about special effects. The price is at $26 and you think you would be getting a big and extensive book 
on the subject, but the book is only 128 pages, give or take a few pages for the copyright and index. This book isn't 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0761329188


worth more than $12 maybe $15. Luckily I borrowed a copy from the library, but I think most people who buy this 
will be disappointed to open the box and see a small book. I just wanted to tell you that first because I thought that was 
something important for consumers to know before they buy this book. On the other hand, it is a good introduction on 
the subject, especially since it's about the length of an introduction of a larger book. It's not a bad book but the price 
could be better. The price is going to set some people off.

From the ghosts of the 19th century stage to the galactic worlds of 'Star Wars', this book offers an overview of special 
effects. The author points out that movies themselves are an illusion, and the first section covers the history and early 
technology in the field. The second section focuses on specific contemporary techniques.

From School Library JournalGrade 5-9The history and techniques of film, from the beginning of cinema to the current 
digital era, are explained. The first section gives a sense of how the movies have always depended on trick effects, and 
how imaginative people have found ways to create believable effects on screen. The book introduces the work of such 
pioneers as Georges Mlis and stop-motion animators Willis O'Brien and Ray Harryhausen. The second section 
examines how various types of effects are actually created and does a reasonable job of communicating technical 
information through text and numerous diagrams. While the book is nicely designed, with black-and-white and color 
photos from well-known movies set against bright blue or green backgrounds, there are some glaring mistakes; e.g., 
Gromit of Wallace and Gromit fame is incorrectly spelled Grommet. The list of the winners of the Academy Award 
for Special Effects (through 2004) is a who's who of the last several decades, although one could quibble that the 
official name of the award is Achievement in Visual Effects. A color image from The Lord of the Rings on the cover 
is sure to attract attention.Tim Wadham, Maricopa County Library District, Phoenix, AZ Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistGr. 7-10. From the ghosts of the 
nineteenth-century stage to the astonishing, galactic worlds of Star Wars, this title from veteran science writer Miller 
offers a fascinating overview of special effects. Miller points out that movies themselves are an illusion, and the first 
section covers the history and early technology of the field (ghosts were created by reflecting an actor's image onto an 
angled sheet of glass, for example). The second section focuses on specific contemporary techniques, from miniatures 
and matte art to "the digital revolution." Frequent inset boxes spotlight topics such as the pioneers of the field and 
provide tips for pursuing a career in special effects. An excellent mix of photographs, including stills of special-effects 
triumphs ranging from the original King Kong to The Matrix and close-ups of experts at work, will easily pull 
browsers and researchers alike to this comprehensive title. A list of films that have won Academy Awards for special 
effects, a glossary, and suggestions for further reading conclude. Consider multiple copies of this title, which is sure to 
draw wide interest. Gillian EngbergCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


