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Billy Wilder : Stalag 17  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Stalag 17: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Quite Simply- BrilliantBy bjpartridge@hotmail.comIf you enjoyed 
just one episode of Hogans Heroes then you will love Stalag 17, which was the inspiration of that show. Although I 
must admit that I am not a big fan of the Animal character the script itself is darn close to perfection. Stalag 17 is one 
of the funniest films of all time. The plot is simple and is basically just several episodes in a german prisoner of war 
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camp in world war II as the prisoners suspect that they have an informer in their midst. The scene where they find out 
who the informer actually is, is one the best scenes that you can watch or read. William Holden won the best actor 
oscar for his performance in this film and with material like this too work from it is not hard to understand why.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Cinematic Magic.By tvtv3Billy Wilder adapted the stage play of STALAG 
17 and improved it every way he could. This is a copy of the original screenplay for the movie so all of the scenes are 
here, including a few snippets that were deleted in the final version of the film. The story is brilliantly put together and 
it only takes about an hour to ninety minutes to read the whole thing, including the informative introduction. This is a 
wonderful example to explore for anyone who wants to write or is writing screenplays and it is also great for any 
movie buff or fan of Wilder.

Stalag 17 (1953), the riveting drama of a German prisoner-of-war camp, was adapted from the Broadway play directed 
by Jos Ferrer in 1951. Billy Wilder developed the play and made the film version more interesting in every way. 
Edwin Blum, a veteran screenwriter and friend of Wilder's, collaborated on the screenplay but found working with 
Wilder an agonizing experience.Wilder's mordant humor and misanthropy percolate throughout this bitter story of 
egoism, class conflict, and betrayal. As in a well-constructed murder mystery, the incriminating evidence points to the 
wrong man. Jeffrey Meyers's introduction enriches the reading of Stalag 17 by including comparisons with the 
Broadway production and the reasons for Wilder's changes.

About the AuthorBilly Wilder was born in 1906 near Cracow in Polish Galicia, then part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. His first career was journalism, but he soon moved into the German film industry as a scriptwriter. When 
Hitler came to power, Wilder fled to Paris and came to Hollywood in 1934. His fifty-year career thereas both director 
and cowriterwas one of astonishing versatility and genius, encompassing films about war, murder, alcoholism, 
Hollywood, sensational journalism, prison camps, criminal trials, love stories, and romance as comedy. Billy Wilder 
has been nominated for twenty-one Academy Awards and has won six Oscars. He lives in Los Angeles. Jeffrey 
Meyers, a renowned biographer, has written many books and articles on modern American, English, and European 
literature. He lives in Berkeley. 


