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From Nancy Reagin : Star Trek and History (Wiley Pop Culture and History Series)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Star Trek and History (Wiley Pop Culture and 
History Series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I loved this bookBy CustomerI was very happy with this purchase 
and felt that the book covered a wide variety of cultural and historical aspects of the Star Trek universe. While there is 
of course no way any one volume can entirely explore every aspect of the historical connections and implications of 
the show, this book included essays on a wide variety of topics and viewpoints. The articles were well written and 
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researched; I was particularly impressed with the article on biomedicine and the evolving role and conflicts of the 
modern vs. traditional views on healing. I may not have agreed with every interpretation of the show, but I feel that the 
book is both enjoyable and informative, though perhaps not the best choice for readers who are not already somewhat 
familiar with the series. I would love to see more books like this!0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Three StarsBy Steve NisonHad about 25% of topics that weren;t of interest to me1 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. I loved it.By alexander kositch, ,Thoroughly enjoyable exploration of the world of Star Trek. All fans 
of Star Trek need to read this to know the variety of influences to the world of Roddenberry.

A guide to the history that informs the world of Star Trekjust in time for the next JJ Abrams Star Trek movieFor a 
series set in our future, Star Trek revisits the past constantly. Kirk and Spock battle Nazis, Roman gladiators, and 
witness the Great Depression. When they're not doubling back on their own earlier timelines, the crew uses the 
holodeck to spend time in the American Old West or Victorian England. Alien races have their own complex and 
fascinating histories, too.The Star Trek universe is a sci-fi imagining of a future world that is rooted in our own human 
history. Gene Roddenberry created a television show with a new world and new rules in order to comment on social 
and political issues of the 1960s, from the Vietnam War and race relations to the war on terror and women's rights. 
Later Star Trek series and films also grapple with the issues of their own decades: HIV, ecological threats, the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, and terrorism.How did Uhura spur real-life gender and racial change in the 1960s? Is Kirk 
inextricably linked with the mythical Old West? What history do the Klingons share with the Soviet Union? Can Nazi 
Germany shed light on the history and culture of the Cardassians? Star Trek and History explains how the holodeck is 
as much a source for entertainment as it is a historical teaching tool, how much of the technology we enjoy today had 
its conceptual roots in Star Trek, and how by looking at Norse mythology we can find our very own Q. Features an 
exclusive interview with Nichelle Nichols, the actress behind the original Lt. Uhura, conducted at the National Air and 
Space MuseumExplains the historical inspiration behind many of the show's alien races and storylinesCovers topics 
ranging from how stellar cartography dates back to Ancient Rome, Greece, and Babylonia to how our ""Great Books"" 
of western literature continue to be an important influence to Star Trek's characters of the futureIncludes a timeline 
comparing the stardates of Star Trek's timeline to our own real world historyFilled with fascinating historical 
comparisons, Star Trek and History is an essential companion for every Star Trek fan.

From the Back CoverAre Kirk's "roots" in the American Wild West?How did Uhura spur real-life gender and racial 
change in the 1960s?Are the Klingons medieval, or are they crypto-Soviets?Can Nazi Germany shed light on the 
history and culture of the Cardassians?For a series set in our future, Star Trek constantly revisits the past. Kirk and 
Spock battle Nazis and Roman gladiators and witness the Great Depression. When they're not doubling back on their 
own earlier timelines, the crew uses the holodeck to spend time in the American Old West or Victorian England. Alien 
races have their own complex and fascinating histories, too, in part because Star Trek's writers sometimes used our 
own histories as the model for alien cultures.Star Trek and History explores the human history that has inspired many 
of the show's storylines, characters, and cultures. It's filled with intriguing historical insights and comparisons, such as 
how the Federation's (and the Borg's) stellar cartography dates back to ancient Rome, Greece, and Babylonia; how the 
classics of Western literature continue to be an important influence in the lives of Star Trek's characters centuries from 
now; and how by looking at Norse mythology we can find our very own Q.It also probes many compelling 
connections with more recent history, from how the Xindi attack in Star Trek: Enterprise reflected the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks on the United States to how the Star Trek universe of the future predicted the development of today's 
technology, from cell phones and iPads to Facebook.Featuring an exclusive interview with Nichelle Nichols (the 
original Lt. Uhura) and a fascinating timeline comparing Star Trek's stardates to our own real world history, Star Trek 
and History is an essential companion for every Star Trek fan.About the AuthorNANCY R. REAGIN is the Chair of 
the Department of Women's and Gender Studies at Pace University in New York City, where she is also a professor of 
history. She has published several books in modern European history, and has firm opinions about how the holodeck 
and other technologies could be used to teach history at Starfleet Academy. She is also the editor of Twilight and 
History and Harry Potter and History, and the coeditor of Star Wars and History. 


