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Hardcover Book isamust have for Star Wars fans.This beautiful hardcover book isthe first of three volumes
that collect the Star Wars newspaper comic strips from 1979 through 1984. This Star Wars The Classic
Newspaper Comics Vol.1 Hardcover Book contains nearly 600 sequential comic strips from the strip's
premiere on March 11, 1979 to October 5, 1980.The 260 page hardcover book measures about 11 2/5-inches
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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Star Wars: The Classic
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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. The last great work of comic master Russ ManningBy L. W.
Swint"A long time ago in agalaxy far, far away..."Imagine you're a comic book and science fiction fan. Imagine going
to the movies one day, sitting in a darkened theatre and being enthralled by a film that you would cherish from that
day forward. Imagine almost 2 years later, and you discover one of your al-time favorite comic creators would be
making a comic strip version of the beloved film.That was the delightful reality this reviewer didn't have to imagine...it
wastrue. All of it!!"Star Wars. The Classic Newspaper Comics. Volume 1 isa 272 paged hardcover book released by
IDW Publishing containing the last comic art work of one of the great masters of sequential art, Russ Manning.This
has been a book long awaited! The surprising success of George Lucas space fantasy film "Star Wars' in 1977
prompted an explosion of merchandise and other tie in creations associated with the extraordinary movie experience.
Thisincluded published works that furthered "the adventures of Luke Skywalker." For example, the novel "Splinter of
the Mind's Eye" by Alan Dean Foster, released in 1978, and the " Star Wars" comic book published by Marvel Comics,
which began as a monthly series before the May 1977 premiere of the "Star Wars' movie itself. These were just 2
publications which served to appease the growing audience of the this stellar epic. A perhaps less well known
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interpretation of the " Star Wars' saga made itsfirst appearance in newspapers across the United States on March 11,
1979, featuring the protocol droid, See-Threepio beginning an assignment to relate to the Rebel Alliance's massive
super computer Mistress Mnemos, "the exploits..good and bad...success and failure...(of Luke Skywalker) and his
friends, also!" So began an enchanting and wondrous comic version of "Star Wars," featuring all the characters loved
by fans the world over in exciting tales from across the "galaxy far, far away," illustrated by Mr. Manning in his
masterfully pure, clean storytelling style. " Star Wars" followers unaware of the work within these pages will quickly
discover atruly special version of the Saga. When initially released to newspapers the " Star Wars' comic strip featured
two separate story narratives, one which began on the full color Sunday pages and the other which started with the
black and white strips, called dailies, that were published from Monday through Saturday each week. Followingisa
listing and brief synopsis of the adventures collected in this volume:"Gambler's World" Written and drawn by Russ
Manning: Dailies only, March 12 - September, 8, 1979.L uke Skywalker, Princess Leia, Artoo Detoo, and See-
Threepio travel to the Gambler's World, seeking a secret aly to the Rebel Alliance but face the threat of the Empire
and the mysterious Blackhole, an agent of Darth Vader!"The Constancia Affair." Written and drawn by Mr. Manning:
Sundays only, March 11 - July 8, 1979.Han Solo, Chewbacca, L uke Skywalker, See-Threepio, and Artoo Detoo come
to the defense of the secretive, telepathic race of Constancia as they are faced with the evil of the Empire!"The
Kashyyk Depths." Written and drawn by Mr. Manning: Sundays only, July 15 - September 9, 1979.Traveling to
Chewbacca's homeworld of Kashyyk, Han Solo, Artoo Detoo, and See-Threepio accompany their Wookiee friend on a
mission to the dangerous lower levels of the Kashyyk Forests and encounter an Imperial science team creating fatal
trouble for themselves, and our heroes!"Tatooine Sojourn.” Written by Steve Gerber; drawn by Mr. Manning:
September 10 - November 5, 1979.L uke Skywalker returns to the dessert planet Tatooine, along with See-Threepio
and Artoo Detoo, to investigate an increase in Imperia activity on his homeworld, only to become captured,
whereupon Luke contracts a deadly disease created by the Empire!"Princess Leia, Imperial Servant." Written by Russ
Helm; drawn by Mr. Manning: November 6 - December 31, 1979.Crash landing on the planet Phelarion, Princess Leia
must hide amongst the workers of an Imperial mining colony lorded over by the rebel hating wife of the Grand M off
Tarkin, and disguise herself as her personal hand maiden until she can escape!" The Second Kessel Run." Written by
Russ Helm; drawn by Mr. Manning: January 1 - February 25, 1980.L uke Skywalker, Han Solo, Chewbacca, See-
Threepio, and Artoo Detoo cometo the aid of the lovely MiraVolz, in flight from the Empire after Imperial forces
commandeer her father's ship, the lon Ring; aweather control device Professor Volz hoped to use to help the galaxy
but which the Empire plans to use on planets sympathetic to the Rebel Alliance!"Bring Me the Children." Written by
Don Christensen, drawn by Mr. Manning. February 26 - April 21, 1980.When Darth Vader and the Empire abduct the
Teacher Myoris and her young students of the planet Harix as a cruel plan to lure members of the Rebel Alliance, the
Star Warriors aly themselves with Berd, the son of Myoris, and some of Han Solo's smuggler friends in adaring plan
to rescue them from execution!"As Long as We Live." Written by Don Christensen, drawn by Mr. Manning. April 22 -
June, 16, 1980.0n the neutral planet Arda-2, Luke Skywalker and his fellow heroes face Mag Doum, a businessman
endangering the lives of Rebel Alliance pilots, using double dealing with the Alliance and the Empire, aswell as
blackmail to achieve his ends before bringing Imperial forces down on his homeworld!"The Frozen World of Ota."
Written by Don Christensen, drawn by Mr. Manning with assistance from Alfredo Alcala, Rick Hoberg, and Dave
Stevens. June 6 - August 10, 1980.Forcing an Imperial Tie Fighter down onto the planet Ota, Luke Skywalker
discoversits pilot is the bounty hunter Boba Fett! Soon the Star Warriors are involved in an adventure with the
mysterious mercenary as he hunts down aformer Imperial spy fleeing from the wrath of Darth Vader!"Planet of
Kadril." Written by Russ Helm, drawn by Alfredo Alcala. August 11 - October 5, 1980.The conflict of the Empire
versus the Rebel Alliance comes to the peaceful world of the Kadrililans as Princess Leialeads a negotiation for
access to the planet's kundra stones, something Darth Vader wants for his own dark purpose! Tragically due to growing
health concerns, Mr. Manning had to relinquish his classic artistic contribution to the " Star Wars' strip during the tale
of "The Frozen World of Ota," which featured the character Boba Fett, previewing his star making appearance in "The
Empire Strikes Back in 1980. Sadly, Russell Manning died on December 1, 1981, at the young age of 52.This treasure
of atomeis a page turning time capsule of the early years of the "Star Wars' saga. George L ucas affectionate
theatrical look back at some of the adventure tales from film and science fiction he enjoyed in his youth is recreated in
these stories of good versus evil, right versus might. Reborn in the newspaper comic strip format, these "adventures of
Luke Skywalker" find an ironic place within a genre that bore an inspiration to the space fantasy Mr. Lucas imagined.
For it isahappy coincidence that the young filmmaker once attempted to bring Alex Raymond's classic 1930's comic
strip space opera "Flash Gordon" to the silver screen for a new generation of movie goers, but he was denied the film
rights. After this disappointment, Mr. Lucas decided to create his own stellar spanning story instead...and thus the
fortunate world has had both "Flash Gordon™" and "Star Wars" to enjoy ever since! That joy is recaptured thrillingly in
the the visual magic drawn by Russ Manning, the creative heart of this collection. From the start of the strip, his talent
and skill as a storyteller translated the big screen spectacle of Mr. Lucas vision into the smaller confines of the comic
strip page without losing the Industrial Light and Magic movie wonder fans of the film would expect. The characters
are equally well depicted. The youthful heroism of Luke Skywalker shines through, as does the strong-willed courage



of Princess Leia, and the charismatic charm of Han Solo; and Mr. Manning illustrates one of the first great comic
versions of Darth Vader. Additionally, Mr. Manning brings the characters faithfully to comic book life not just in look
but in language. They sound like their film selves. Of special noteis Mr. Manning's depiction of the droid duo See-
Threepio and Artoo Detoo. He was one of the few writersin what would become the "Expanded Universe" of "Star
Wars' fiction that embraced the comedic hi-jinks of the pair of automatons. As other writers like Don Christensen and
Russ Helm joined theillustrator in later comic tales, the consistency of character interplay continued to flow. In adaily
Sunday through Saturday dose, "Star Wars" happily became a constant in the lives of those in love with the Saga.As
showcased in this volume, this unique vision of "Star Wars'is admiringly collected in all its artistic glory complete and
unedited for the first time. The Sunday sections are reproduced in their full panel dimensions with color less garish
than in newspapers while the black and white daily strips are reprinted crisply, three strips to a page. If this reviewer
has one critique with this collection it isits front cover. The stark image of the Dark Lord of the Sith is not illustrated
by Russ Manning or Alfredo Alcala, but is actually drawn by another comic art master and " Star Wars" artist, Al
Williamson. Along with hislongtime collaborator, writer Archie Goodwin, this extremely gifted artist made classic
contributions to the Sagain comic book form including the masterpiece, the Star Wars: Episode V: The Empire Strikes
Back comic adaptation and the comic version of Star Wars: Episode VI: Return of the Jedi (Star Wars Return of the
Jedi). The Goodwin/Williamson team also picked up the light saber and carried on the " Star Wars" newspaper strip
until its conclusion (1981-1984) and their work will be showcased in companion volumes to this collection. This
impending fact may be the reason Mr. Williamson's art adorns thisinaugural volume of this reprint series, a possible
consistent cover design plan for the series as awhole. While understandable, thislife-long lover of Mr. Manning's
great artistic style is nonethel ess disappointed his work is not on display on the cover volume of this, hislast major art
endeavor.Despite the above criticism, this book isamost eagerly waited addition to the library of books devoted to
this exceptional comic creator. It isatriumphant tribute to Russ Manning and his | asting contribution to comic art and
to the art of the "Star Wars' saga.lt comes with my absolute highest recommendation!!May the Force be with
you...aways! 2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fun stories but missing some of the epic feel of the
moviesBy EricOkay, so remember, 4 starsmeans "I liked it."And | liked this. Didn't loveit, but | liked it. It was okay.
There are new stories with the main characters from A New Hope, and they are reasonably entertaining. Star Wars
loses some of its scope in newspaper comic form. A Star Destroyer which is awesome on the big screen, and slightly
less so on your home television, isjust not impressive in a newspaper comic format. Likewise alight saber fight or a
blaster duel doesn't feel as thrilling when told three panels at atime (and since the first panel is usually arecap of the
previous day's comic) it's more like two panels at atime.It's better than almost all the EU stuff, not as good as the new
movies that are coming out. | don't think you'll be too disappointed, but might check out alibrary copy first unless
you're abig fan.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The force iswith this oneBy Dennis|j Stropel have
had this ordered since November of last year, waiting patiotly for it to arrivel read this comic in the chicago tribune al
through high school... (The only good thing about it) The story "bring me the children” has stayed with me all these
years. It isgreat to see thesein print after all thise years and i am glad to have them in one (volume 1 of 3) collection

Thefirst of three volumes collecting the original Star Wars newspaper strip from 1979 through 1984. Includes every
Sundays title header and bonus panels, meticulously restored in original color, making this the first-ever complete
collection of this comics classic.When the strip launched, Russ Manning accurately predicted that People today cant
get enough science fiction, especialy if it isorigina and full of creative adventure. The Star Wars characters are like
Mickey Mouse. They will be loved forever. Initially the color Sundays and black-and-white dailies told separate
stories, but within six months the incomparable Russ Manning and company merged the adventures to tell brand new,
epic seven-days-a-week sagas that rivaled the best science fiction comics of al time.Volume One contains nearly 600
sequential comics from the strips premiere on March 11, 1979 to October 5, 1980.

"This volume and this whole series is not to be missed by Star Wars fans, science fiction comic strip enthusiasts, or
those who cherish good storytelling. When Dark Horse had theStar Warslicense, the stripswere reprinted in comic
book form, but this series restores them to the full comic strip formats. [Russ Mannings]clean line work, impeccable
storytelling, and his understanding of the franchisemade for memorable comic strips." Scoop"IDW continue their trend
of producing comic collections that feel like aluxury to own, and are arich tapestry of Star Wars history and joy to
hold in any collection | cant recommend picking up this collection enough." Jedinews About the AuthorRussell
Manningwas an Americancomic bookartistwho created the seriesMagnus, Robot Fighterand illustrated such
newspapercomic stripsasTarzanandStar Wars. He was inducted into theComic Book Hall of Famein 2006.



