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Anthony Minghella: Talented Mr.Ripley (Methuen Film) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Talented Mr.Ripley (Methuen Film):

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The Talented Ms. HighsmithBy Daniel Gamboal doubt that | will
ever like another antiheroe as much as Tom Ripley. Maybe Dorian Gray? Almost.Tom Ripley is sent to Europe by Mr.
Greenleaf to bring his son, "Dickie", back to the United States. Tom is anobody who is bedazzled by Dickie'srich and
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bohemian lifestyle once he meets him in Southern Italy. Tom becomes Dicki€e's friend, and everything seems fine until
Tom decides he wants to be more than his friend.Asin the "Picture of Dorian Gray", you will not learn life lessons or
come out as a better person from reading "The Talented Mr. Ripley", and that iswhy | like him: heisareal character,
like there are so many among us, who also deservesto be the star of books. Why is he one of my favorite charactersin
literature?l cant make up my mind whether | like men or women, he jokes, so Im thinking of giving them both
up.They were not friends. They didn't know each other. It struck Tom like a horrible truth, true for all time, true for the
people he had known in the past and for those he would know in the future: each had stood and would stand before
him, and he would know time and time again that he would never know them, and the worst was that there would
aways betheillusion, for atime, that he did know them, and that he and they were completely in harmony and alike.
For an instant the wordless shock of his realization seemed more than he could bear."He loved possessions, hot masses
of them, but a select few that he did not part with. They gave a man self-respect. Not ostentation but quality, and the
love that cherished the quality. Possessions reminded him that he existed, and made him enjoy his existence. It was as
simple as that. And wasn't that worth something? He existed. Not many people in the world knew how to, even if they
had the money. It really didn't take money, masses of money, it took a certain security."He remembered that right after
that, he had stolen aloaf of bread from a delicatessen counter and had taken it home and devoured it, feeling that the
world owed aloaf of bread to him, and more.lf you wanted to be cheerful, or melancholic, or wistful , or thoughtful, or
courteous, you simply had to act those things with every gesture.Iln addition to this wonderful character, Patricia
Highsmith's skills as awriter are to be highlighted. Tom's joy about the anticipation of having his dreams come true
and his apprehension about the possibility of such dreams being shattered are a delight to read. | could not help siding
with him the entire time, despite the fact that he is anything but arole model.l do have an issue with the credibility of
the plot at times. Perhaps, the guilibility of the charactersin this novel reflects that of peoplée's at a certain place and
time - rich Americans and the Italian police of 1955 Italy - but sometimes the plot surpasses the line of reality and
reason. In addition, | wish that Dickie and Marge had been developed a bit more in depth, considering the important
role they play in justifying some of Tom's actions, because Tom's attitude towards them can seem gratuitous.Despite
these minor flaws, thisis one of my favorite novels by the talented Ms. Highsmith, who is also one of my favorite
writers.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. quirky thrillerBy CustomerThisis a pretty enjoyable book.|
decided to read after rewatching the 1999 movie recently when it was on HBO. | haven't read anything by Patricia
Highsmith before, so | don't know if thisis overal typical of her style but it iskind of an eccentric read - like reading a
murder mystery totally from the POV of the criminal who is completely honest and unrepentant to the reader. It was a
bit drier than the movie in tone and the other characters are much less fleshed out and only exist through Ripley's
perspective on them. | don't want to give too many spoilers for those unfamiliar with the book and movie, but Tom
Ripley isavery odd character and it is his POV throughout the story. At times sharply observant and other times

carel ess, sometimes conscientious but other times coldly homicidal, Tom Ripley the con man both charms and creeps
people out throughout the novel. The writing is deceptively simple and tells the story with a quicknessin pace and
clarity that is admirable. The novel moved quickly and kept me interested throughout, even though | knew alot of
what would happen based on the movie. | am not sure | would have liked it so much if | hadn't watched the movie first
though, as part of the fun was comparing the differences between the two. | have alot of thoughts on Tom's sexuality
(or lack thereof?) and how it was portrayed in the book vs movie and how differently that might happen today if the
book was written again, but that istoo complicated and time-requiring for an book review.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Great Stylish ReadBy MortimerAfter seeing the excellent film adaption, | was curiousto
read the book. | found it very stylish, and a great insight into Ripley's motivations, which you didn't get in the film.
The European locations added to the atmosphere, especially having it set decades ago, when European travel was all
the rage for the jet-set. Although the film adaption was different from this book, especially during the end, it was a
great read and | can't wait to get the further books by Highsmith featuring her murderously delightful anti-hero.

The screenplay of Anthony Minghella's new film based on the novel by Patricia Highsmith The complete screenplay
of Anthony Minghella's adaptation of Patricia Highsmith's The Talented Mr Ripley starring Gwyneth Paltrow, Matt
Damon, Jude Law and Cate Blanchett. Tom Ripley, a small-time con man, arrivesin Italy from New Y ork in search of
awealthy young man named Dickie Greenleaf. He has been sent by the young man's wealthy father to bring Dickie
back to America. But oncein Italy, Ripley becomes so attracted to Greenleaf and his exotic lifestyle in the seaport
village of Mongibello that Tom yearnsto inhabit Dickie's life and falls tragically in love with him. Dickie's wealth,
style and good looks are qualities that Tom begins to covet. The frightening consequences of this attraction and the
moral choices raised by the crime of murder lie at the heart of Minghella's absorbing film. Set throughout Italy (Ischia,
Palermo, Rome, Tuscany and Venice), Minghella's adaptation brings to life Highsmith's amoral tale of a criminal who
gets away with murder. "The craft with which [Minghella] has expanded Patricia Highsmith's 1955 classic crime novel
has made the film an even richer experience than the gleefully amoral original" (Scotsman)

.com One of the great crime novels of the 20th century, Patricia Highsmith's The Talented Mr. Ripley is ablend of the



narrative subtlety of Henry James and the self-reflexive irony of Vladimir Nabokov. Like the best modernist fiction,
Ripley works on two levels. First, it is the story of ayoung man, Tom Ripley, whose nihilistic tendencies lead him on
a deadly passage across Europe. On another level, the novel is a commentary on fictionmaking and techniques of
narrative persuasion. Like Humbert Humbert, Tom Ripley seduces readers into empathizing with him even as his
actions defy all moral standards. The novel begins with a play on James's The Ambassadors. Tom Ripley is chosen by
the wealthy Herbert Greenleaf to retrieve Greenleaf's son, Dickie, from his overlong sojournin Italy. Dickie, it seems,
is held captive both by the Mediterranean climate and the attractions of his female companion, but Mr. Greenl eaf
needs him back in New Y ork to help with the family business. With an allowance and a new purpose, Tom leaves
behind his dismal city apartment to begin his career as areturn escort. But Tom, too, is captivated by Italy. Heisalso
taken with the life and looks of Dickie Greenleaf. He insinuates himself into Dickie's world and soon finds that his
passion for alifestyle of wealth and sophistication transcends moral compunction. Tom will become Dickie
Greenleaf--at all costs. Unlike many modernist experiments, The Talented Mr. Ripley is eminently readable and is
driven by a gripping chase narrative that chronicles each of Tom's calculated maneuvers of self-preservation.
Highsmith was in peak form with this novel, and her ability to enter the mind of a sociopath and view the world
through his disturbingly amoral eyesisamodel that has spawned such latter-day serial killers as Hannibal Lecter. --
Patrick O'Kelley "[Highsmith] has created aworld of her own--aworld claustrophobic and irrational which we enter
each time with a sense of personal danger." --Graham Greene"Patricia Highsmith's novels are peerlessly disturing . . .
bad dreams that keep us thrashing for the rest of the night, with the sense that an awful possibility has been articulated
only to be left unresolved.” --The New Y orker"One of our greatest modernist writers." --Gore Vidal From the Trade
Paperback edition.From the Inside FlapRead by Michael HaydenSix cassettes/ approx. 10 hoursThe chilling crime
fiction classic--now a major motion picture from Paramount, starring Matt Damon, Gwyneth Paltrow, Cate Blanchett,
and Jude Law, written and directed by Anthony Minghella (The English Patient), and produced by Sydney Pollack.In
Tom Ripley, Patricia Highsmith created the perfect criminal. In The Talented Mr. Ripley, circumstances and
opportunities transform him from a petty perpetrator of fraud into a suave, agreeable, and totally amoral artist of
crime, who will stop at nothing--certainly not a single murder--to get what he desires.



