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Ann Hornaday : Talking Pictures: How to Watch Movies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Talking Pictures: How to Watch Movies: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. And what the heck is sound editing anyway?By Wandering 
TravelerWith this book you will learn the answer to that question and many others. I love movies but I never realized 
just how complex it is to get the final product on the screen and get it right... until now. Great book. Well written with 
examples and explanations for each aspect of movies Ms Hornaday presents. It was interesting to consider just why it 
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is I really liked one movie but found another just kind of "meh." Each chapter covers one of the Oscar categories and 
concludes with a list of 4 or 5 movies that represent best examples of the discussed category. Want to learn how to 
discuss movies like a pro ? This book is a great start!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good reference 
for watching and evaluating moviesBy Alan LGood reference for watching and evaluating movies. This is a unique 
book that I found to be well written, with excellent techniques to understand what can make a movie work. I 
particularly liked the examples Ann uses in her analyses. I should also disclose that I regularly read her reviews in the 
Washington Post and enjoy her weekly discussions on the Tony Kornheiser podcasts. I recommend this book for 
anyone interested in watching movies.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For All Filmgoers, Cinastes 
and Casual Dabblers AlikeBy Ms. CarsonAstute observations and a delight to read. Hornaday is a Pulitzer candidate 
critic for the Wash Post.

A veteran film critic offers a lively, opinionated guide to thinking and talking about movies--from Casablancato 
Chinatown, Groundhog Day to Selma.

"Ann Hornaday provides a pleasantly calm, eminently sensible, down-the-middle primer for the movie lover-amateur, 
professional or Twitter centric orator-who would like to acquire and sharpen basic viewing skills."New York Times 
Book "[An] illuminating new book for anyone who wants more from the movies than popcorn and thrills.... Talking 
Pictures reflects Hornaday's 20-plus years of writing about movies. Her career has given her great access to the people 
who make the movies, and some of her anecdotes can be fascinating."Washington Post"If you're looking for a crash 
course in how to watch movies and move beyond 'It was terrible (or terrific),' look no further than Talking Pictures: 
How to Watch Movies by Ann Hornaday....she cites excellent examples along with insightful quotes from A-
listers...Ms. Hornaday expertly shares why some films seem magnificent or mediocre, why details matter and why 
directors with 'chops' can seize the day."Pittsburgh Post-Gazette"[Ann Hornaday] offers her insights, opinions and 
finely tuned observations on actors and acting, camera work, editing, sound and music, and the other elements of film-
and how they can all combine to truly make a movie good, bad or just so-so."Parade"A master class in filmmaking and 
a celebration of why we love the movies."Booklist"[Talking Pictures] gives the reader tools for watching films more 
intentionally and with more discerning taste."Publishers Weekly"[Hornaday] has conducted extensive interviews with 
film folk over the years, which adds an informed, insider's quality to her discussions... a user-friendly, nonintimidating 
guide to appreciating movies."Kirkus"Ann Hornaday has delivered one of the best books of this genre, a truly original 
take on filmmaking. Bringing together deep insights from the top people in all areas of the craft along with her own 
critical eye, Hornaday inspires serious and casual movie fans alike to appreciate and enjoy movies. Talking Pictures 
draws on examples from classics of the past and current films to deliver a masterclass in filmmaking, criticism, and the 
pleasures of watching movies."Bob Berney, Head of Marketing Distribution, Studios"In this essential book Ann 
Hornaday explores the unique alchemy of filmmaking through its various disciplines, and manages to explain the 
unexplainable. With clarity and compassion she demystifies the brilliance of Groundhog Day, breaks down how the 
editor on a film is the audience's chief surrogate, and ultimately puts her finger on what we crave every time the lights 
go down in a movie theater: 'the singular joy that comes from authentic human connection.' This book is a true gift to 
all filmmakers and film lovers."Albert Berger, Academy Award-nominated Producer of Nebraska, Cold Mountain, and 
Little Miss Sunshine, among others"An urgently needed guide to film literacy written by one of our great critics."Mark 
Boal, Academy Award-winning Screenwriter and Producer"Ann Hornaday knows movies, but more importantly, she 
knows how to write about movies for a diverse readership. This book is an extension of that essential talent, a clear-
eyed assessment of what makes this art form so engaging and how to ask hard questions of it. Anyone remotely 
intrigued by the filmmaking process will learn something new about it-I know I did-and come away with a fresh 
toolkit for debating movies old and new. Hornaday's book is a quintessential reminder that movies are a major art 
form, and it's a must-read for anyone who feels the same way."Eric Kohn, chief critic, Indiewire About the AuthorAnn 
Hornaday is a film critic at the Washington Post and was a finalist for the 2008 Pulitzer Prize in criticism. Hornaday 
lives in Baltimore, Maryland. 


