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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Rare HistoryBy R. BlissWhat an interesting surprise I had when a 
friend recommended this book. As a long time Texan and a long time radio listener I found this book fascinating. Any 
long time radio listener will find this interesting, even if they do not recognize the Texans involved ... the 
technological history is the best part ... showing how we got to where we are today.It covers the history of radio in 
Texas from the beginnings, including personalities that were involved, with some technical detail (not too much) about 
the innovations that Texas radio introduced. Plus there are some amazing black and white photographs including 
inside studio shots of gargantuan pieces of equipment. The book tapers out with a discussion of TV's beginnings in 
Texas, again with some supper photographs.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must for Radio 
buffsBy CustomerVery informative and well researched. Several technical errors, the author should have consulted an 
engineer before throwing terms like "meters" and "kilocycles" around. However, overall the history is a nice glimpse 
into our broadcast history, highlighting some of the more colorful characters.I personally like the way he refers to the 
institute of higher learning in Austin as "Texas University" or "TU". Gig 'Em!5 of 7 people found the following review 
helpful. Interested in broadcasting and Texas? This book's for you!By C. S. RichardsonA mostly-successful survey of 
the early years of radio and television in Texas, the book is filled with interesting anecdotes, particularly with respect 
to the construction of WBAP-TV in Fort Worth, the first television station in the Lone Star State. Among the book's 
imperfections: it is rather sloppily edited, and the author's bias against the University of Texas is evident. But I would 
expect no better from a publication emanating from Texas A M.

On Thanksgiving Day, 1921, a man in Waco listened intently to a series of dots and dashes coming over his crystal 
radio receiver. The electronic signal spelled out "T FP 8Y L." The man took off his headphones, walked over to a 
window, and with a megaphone yelled out that window, "Texas forward pass; eight yard loss." He was receiving the 
broadcast account of the annual Turkey Day football rivalry between the Agriculture and Mechanical College of Texas 
and Texas University, being played at Kyle Field in College Station and broadcast in a play-by-play, coded account 
over 5XB, the college's amateur radio station.For television, the early 1950s were the key years. Network television 
reached the state, with the first live televising of political conventions. Soon, KUHT was established in Houston as the 
first nations educational station, and KCOR in San Antonio became the first Spanish-language station in the United 
States. The first murder trial in broadcast history was by Wacos KWTX. Color Day, the first color program in Texas 
and only the second local color show in the nation, was televised by WBAP in Fort Worth.For some eighty years, then, 
the airwaves of Texas have buzzed. Richard Schroeder traces the first fifty years of the development of broadcasting in 
the state from its inception through the formation of commercial stations, to the regulation of the airwaves by the 
federal government beginning in 1928, and beyond. He describes programming, financing, network development, and 
anti-regulation protest broadcasts.Filled with anecdotes gleaned from his seventy-nine oral history interviews for the 
project, Texas Signs On has almost the immediacy of a broadcast itself. The drama of pioneering daysradio in the 
1920s, television in the 1950sis re-created in living color. Throughout, the story is spiced with anecdotes and the 
colorful personalities that have filled the states airwaves (and business boardrooms) for seven decades: Dizzy Dean, 
Cactus Pryor, Amon Carter, Harold Hough's inception of ringing a cowbell on WBAP, sportscaster Bud Sherman, 
Gordon McLendon, Bob Wills, the Light Crust Doughboys, pirate radio stations, and many others. Schroeder even 
explains the absence of channel 1 from the old rotary VHF dials. In his engaging narrative, Schroeder offers an insight 
into the challenges both radio and television faced along the way and how they were overcome.This interesting, well-
written book has more than nostalgia value; it offers understanding of the amateur efforts, entrepreneurial innovations, 
and government regulation that have marked the development of the Texas airwaves. It provides context and historical 
comparisons for the transitions now facing the broadcast media, and it records important oral history that might 
otherwise be lost. Moreover, it offers a wonderful trip down memory lane for those who experienced the early days of 
radio and television and still remember them fondly.


