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Jim French : The Adventures of Harry Nile: America's Greatest Radio Detective Mysteries  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Adventures of Harry Nile: America's 
Greatest Radio Detective Mysteries: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I like them very muchBy Margaret A. DecowskiThey are cassettes. I 
like them very much.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great atmosphereBy A CustomerI really like 
this set. I wish more shows were available. If you like the old time radio detective shows, you'll like Harry Nile.It's 
nice to know that it's still being done well.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. "Harry Nile" in ContextBy 
Shadow 2005The Adventures of Harry Nile, this volume included, ranks among the best detective shows ever on 
radio. The show has the gripping mystery of such programs as "Suspense" while being easier to follow. Although the 
mystery can sometimes be a little easy to figure out, "The Adventures of Harry Nile" creates interesting situations 
without becoming hard for a newcomer to radio drama to understand. However, since the writer is not consistent with 
the year the episodes take place in (one will take place in 1959, the next in 1952, the next in 1953, etc.) a caracature of 
Harry's personality will help listeners understand who Harry is and why he is this wayI was drawn to "The Adventures 
of Harry Nile" just after I had started listening to the first radio series I actually enjoyed. I stumbled upon a broadcast 
of the series and followed ever episode from 1998 until 2002. I soon found that I could listen to and follow the series 
when I still had trouble when listening to a number of the Old Time Radio shows (I had trouble with such serieses as 
"Suspense" and "Escape"). As a matter of fact, I had not really tried following such series yet.Harry Nile's story mostly 
fits the type for radio and movie detectives. Poor, having few friends, and stuggling with a gambling and alcohol 
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addiction, Harry becomes a person who people can identify with. Thus, he also more or less fits the 1940's and 1950's 
mold for a private eye. Harry differs from the stereotype by not being very sarcastic and being much nicer (even taking 
cases for free, to the dismay of his secretary).Harry is a former cop, having been a rookie in 1939. He went into the 
force to help bust the bad guys. Thus we have the reason he becomes so angry when people commit murder. Crime 
makes him angry. This makes sense because his family had frequent problems with the mob while he was growing 
up.About the same time he gets inducted into the Internal Affairs aspect of the force, he is invited by his partner to 
take some of the money that his partner gets from a bar owner. The partner gets five dollars a week, while the chief 
gets three, and Harry is to get two dollars. Needless to say, Harry turns his partner in.Around this time, Harry falls for 
a beautiful black singer, ironically from the bar that Harry's partner is taking money from. Harry gets a number of 
people telling him to ditch her, including his partner and Harry's father, solely because of her race. However, the two, 
being in love, get married by a Justice of the Peace (they cannot find a minister).Anyhow, Harry's experience turning 
in his fellow associates in the police force angers a couple of crooked cops. One episode establishes that, early on in 
thier relationship, Harry's wife gets murdered. A brawl breaks out at the bar she works at and one of them wants to get 
revenge by shooting her. By 1940, Harry is widowed.Another story (the show is a spin- off from a series called 
"Crisis" and this is the first Harry Nile story) has an angered cop, someone angered by his involvment in Internal 
Affairs, chasing Harry to L.A. By this time Harry has become a private eye due to the fact that he did not get along 
with his fellow officers when he turned his partner in. The former officer is so mad at Harry he shoots Harry's 
landlord, mistaking the two.Harry Nile has been on radio, more or less, since 1976. He disappeared from radio in 
1979, reappearing in the early ninties. The mysteries frequently are such that they are a little easy to figure out. I can 
think of one episode, for example, where the culpret is a cop and the mystery is pretty much solved a good five 
minutes before Harry reveals who the bad guy is. However, this is somthing the series has going for it. When people 
are first starting to enjoy radio drama, taking in the story becomes a little hard to do. As one psychologist told me, 
stuff that is heard is interpreted by one side of the brain. Stuff that is seen is interpreted by the other side. TV involes 
both sides, making it easy to watch. However, radio and books are only interpreted by one side of the brain, and when 
someone sits down to follow a story through such means, both sides of the brain want to be engaged in the activity and 
the person has to learn how to make their imagination engage the other side of their brain.The means that serieses like 
"The Adventures of Harry Nile" are a good way to introduce people to radio drama. The ease with which people can 
follow the Harry Nile stories, as well as other shows created and produced by Jim French, makes the series attractive 
to newcomers to radio drama. They can follow the story due to the way the story is told. Yet, the show produces 
interesting mysteries that will engage the mind of the person who is used to radio drama. They have involved my 
mind, and still do so to this day, even when the mystery is one I can figure out on my own. I may not still be able to 
follow the series. I have not been able to hear an episode made since 2003. However, having been on Imagination 
Theater's subscription club and having bought two sets of episodes like this one, I can enjoy the episodes of "The 
Adventures of Harry Nile" to this day

16 RADIO SHOWS 8 CASSETTES 6+ HOURS Twenty years after the last network radio dramas left the air in 
America, writer-producer Jim French revitalized the art form with a weekly series of radio productions created in the 
same style as legendary mystery shows such as Suspense and Escape. Within this series emerged the small-time 
private investigator, Harry Nile, who quickly became popular and continues to captivate listeners around the world. 
Complete with a stellar cast of actors, guest stars, and embellished with sound effects and music, The Adventures of 
Harry Nile: Americas Greatest Radio Detective Series features the trials and triumphs of this former Chicago cop, who 
quit the force after he uncovered a vein of corruption. He now stalks the rainy Seattle streets for his clients with the 
help of his assistant, a lady named Murphy. The stories in this album are some of Harrys best adventures, and stars 
Phil Harper as Harry, and Pat French as Murphy. This series is heard on radio stations coast to coast in the U.S. and 
Canada, on satellite radio, and the Internet, worldwide. After more than 25 years, its the longest running private-eye 
show in American radio history! See for yourself how Harry Nile has taken radio to a new level of entertainment. 
Americas best-loved detective series for over 25 years! Jim French, who produced the dramas in this collection, has 
spent 50 years on the air. He writes and produces an on-going stream of award-winning radio mysteries, now 
syndicated worldwide as Imagination Theatre. 16 Radio Programs: 1. Harry Goes Underground A chain of mysterious 
robberies has the Seattle police baffled until Harry arrives. 2. The Sam Navola Matter Harry gets unwanted help from 
an egotistical private eye. Guest starring John Ratzenberger of Cheers. 3. Blues For Maggie Brown A jazz singer is 
convinced her deceased husband has come back to life to threaten her. Guest starring Russell Johnson of Gilligans 
Island and Harry Anderson of Night Court and Daves World. 4. My Kid, The Cop Harry must locate a retired cops 
son, who may be an undercover police officer. 5. The Case of the Missing Matisse Harry tracks down a priceless 
painting. 6. The Dollar Value of Death In Hollywood, Harry searches for a crooked talent agent. Guest starring Russell 
Johnson. 7. Field of Screams Mysterious screams are heard in a pretty meadow, and Harry must find out who, or what, 
is responsible. Guest starring Russell Johnson. 8. Harry and the Homework A surveillance case turns sour. 9. West 
Bay Road Harry is hired to keep a widow from killing the murderer of her husband. 10. The Case of the Ruptured 



Duck An Alaskan land claim is settled by using a jeweler's eye piece. 11. Hush Money Harry nabs a blackmailer, but 
discovers something unexpected. 12. Murder On A Rainy Night Who lured a man to his death? 13. The Case of the 
Flatted Fifth Harry investigates why a jazz club continues to have bad luck. Guest starring Harry Anderson. 14. The 
Counter Balance Case A distraught mother hires Harry to find out how her 15 year old son is getting so much money. 
Guest starring Golden Age Radio stars Parley Baer of Gunsmoke, Rhoda Williams of Father Knows Best, and Tyler 
McVey of One Man's Family. 15. Don't Be A Stranger Harry must transport an escaped prisoner back to North 
Dakota. 16. The Verdict on Hannah Bayliss A secret involving a Superior Court judge is revealed. Guest starring Peg 
Phillips of Northern Exposure.


