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T. Nelson Downs : The Art of Magic (Dover Magic Books)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Art of Magic (Dover Magic Books): 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy GeorgeLiked0 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. A classic?By CustomerNot what I expected. I found the descriptions hard to follow. I would expect it was 
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helpful in the past.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Good BookBy A CustomerI'm not sure why a 
beginner in magic would attempt to critize a classic of magic so thoroughly if he is just a beginner (above 
reviews)...while the book does not have many illustrations, its text does give enough detail to perform the sleights 
quite accurately. I also would like to say that if you are a beginner in magic, this books is not for you. You should 
already know what a top change is, bottom change, double deal, second deal, bottom deal, palm, rear palm, side slip, 
and so on are. If you do not know these, don't get this book.... Also, for the serious card conjurer, GET EXPERT 
CARD TECHNIQUE BY JEAN HUGARD AND FREDERICK BRAUE...it is THE best book on card magic written 
and it so thoroughly describes technique that I think a fly could do the tricks. Again, this book is a classic...I suggest 
you get it if you're an experienced amateur.

Indispensable book for magicians, containing many methods and sleights not found in other standard books. 68 
illustrations.

About the AuthorBorn in Marshalltown, Iowa, he was the youngest of six children in the family of Thomas and 
Cordelia Downs. His family moved to Iowa from the New York state. Downs' father, the Marshall county 
superintendent, died when his son was not even a year old. Downs never took any training in magic; all his tricks were 
self-taught. By the age of 12, he became an expert in card and coin manipulation. He further mastered his skills by the 
age of 17, when he took a job as a railway telegrapher and had plenty of time to practice with coins. While performing 
his tricks, he could palm up to 60 coins at a time. One of his most famous tricks was "The Miser's Dream", in which he 
seemed to pull countless coins out of the thin air. 


