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National Public Radio : The Best of NPR: Public Laughter  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Best of NPR: Public Laughter: 

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. About halfBy Richard S. LeeSome of this is really funny and 
interesting. I loved the Car Talk segment. Unfortunately, some of the good stuff (like an interview with Jerry Seinfeld) 
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is truncated, while the dull-witted stuff seems really long. Such as, the worst joke in the world... some NPR staffer 
(can't remember his name) decides it would be really funny to call a bunch of hotels and other places trying to rent a 
ballroom for an inauguration ball on the very day of the inauguration. That's the joke... you've heard the joke before it 
starts. He doesn't say anything funny at all to these people. They don't say anything funny in return. He just calls and 
they tell him it's too late. The April Fools jokes suffer from lack of surprise. I suppose they might have been funny if 
you were listening on April 1st and you had to figure out that it was a joke, but they announce up front that these are 
April Fools Day jokes so you listen to a looooong piece on eating compost. It goes on forever. I do admire how the 
production sounds totally real. There's no surprise so what's so funny about it? You have to imagine how funny it 
would be under those circumstances.29 of 30 people found the following review helpful. This is an EXCELLENT, 
FUNNY, FANTASTIC Best of NPR tape!!!!By Julie A. Roberts(jarlib@hotmail.com)This is one of the best of the 
Best of NPR books on tape. I LOVED listening to comedians like Jerry Seinfeld, George Carlin, Lily Tomlin, the Best 
of Car Talk (SO FUNNY!) and others. I listened to it while driving in rush hour, and it helped me through it! I think 
EVERYONE should listen to this tape-it will help break the stress.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. 
more interesting than funnyBy A CustomerI am a big fan of NPR. And what is on this tape is one of the reasons why. 
But rather than being really funny, this tape is more discussions with the various people. So if you are looking for 
belly laughs, in my opinion this is not for you. If you are looking to hear what the commedians have to say about what 
they do mixed with some comedy, you should enjoy this tape.

"Public Laughter" offers classic interviews and features with some of the best-loved and most hilarious comics of the 
last 25 years, including Jerry Seinfeld, George Carlin, Lily Tomlin, Carl Reiner, Bill Maher, and others.

From AudioFileNPR columnist and host of "Weekly Edition" Neal Conan hosts this collection of some of the most 
entertaining and memorable interviews, commentaries and reports that have aired on various National Public Radio 
programs. PUBLIC LAUGHTER is a wonderful collection of humorous pieces, including "Fresh Air" columnist Terry 
Gross's interview with Jerry Seinfeld, Daniel Zwedling's interview with George Carlin, Scott Simon's profile and 
interview with Lily Tomlin, and Liane Hansen's chat with Carl Reiner. Also included are a segment from "Car Talk," a 
song by "The Capitol Steps" and two of the annual ALL THINGS CONSIDERED April Fool's pieces, the best being 
the "Edible Compost" story by Noah Adams. S.E.S. (c) AudioFile, Portland, Maine 


