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0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Almost essential to any classical music loverBy Logical thinkerVery
useful overview of classical music concerto's

No musical genre has had a more controversial critical history than the concerto, but has simultaneously retained as
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consistently prominent a place in the affections of the concert-going public. Thisvolumeis one of avery few to deal
with the genrein its entirety. Setting the concerto in its musical and non-musical contexts, it examines the concertos
that have made important contributions to musical culture, and reviews performance-rel ated topics.

At the heart of this volume, one senses a kind of missionary zeal, a concerted effort (no pun intended) to take this
particular genre out of academic limbo. Though perhaps the most popular musical form among great masses of music
lovers, the concerto has often been dismissed by scholars astrivial, overly theatrical, ego driven, physical rather than
intellectual. In this well-edited volume, Keefe provides athorough, comprehensive antidote to such misconceptions.
The volume explores every aspect of concerto history and literature, offering social and political contexts, stylistic
comparisons, and a survey of major works (including structural analysis). The level of scholarship is high and
perceptive comments abound. Highly recommended. ChoiceAbout the AuthorSimon P. Keefe is Senior Lecturer in
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