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Richard Will : The Characteristic Symphony in the Age of Haydn and Beethoven (New Perspectives in Music 
History and Criticism)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Characteristic Symphony in the Age of Haydn and Beethoven (New Perspectives in Music History and 
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Criticism): 

Characteristic symphonies have texts associating them with literature, politics, religion, and other aspects of 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century European culture. Examining both the music and its aesthetic and social 
contexts, this first full-length study of the genre demonstrates how symphonies constructed individual and collective 
identities through their subjects, representing emotion, human bodily movement, and the passage of time. Examples 
discussed include the Pastoral and Eroica symphonies of Beethoven and works by Haydn, Dittersdorf, and other 
composers of the era. An Appendix provides a thematic index of the entire repertory.

"Would elementary general music teachers benefit from the mental exercise and new insights provided by this book? 
There's no question." Music Educators JournalAbout the AuthorRichard Will is Assistant Professor of Music History 
at the University of Washington. He has articles published or forthcoming on Beethoven, Haydn, and other topics in 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century music in the Journal of the American Musicological Society, Music and 
Letters, and Beethoven Forum. He has also written a series of critical essays on Jimi Hendrix for the International 
Dictionary of Black Composers. 


