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Herb Kent, David Smallwood : The Cool Gent: The Nine Livesof Radio Legend Herb Kent before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cool Gent: The Nine Lives of Radio

Legend Herb Kent:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Pool side V acation BookBy Customer| really love the radio history
that Mr. Kent writes about in his book. It also gives Chicago's neighbors history as well. When Mr. Kent gives an
address, | can picture the location in my mind. Also because both of my parents are decease, | can use the datesin the
book to calculate their ages and who they were doing at the same time. The book iswell written, witty and light-
hearted.My mother would always still listen to the radio. she would say things like, "Mr. Spann's Daughter."0 of O
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people found the following review helpful. Very good book. | appreciate the way that Herb gets ...By C's ViewVery
good book. | appreciate the way that Herb gets truthful and real in telling his story. | know that it will help someone
elseaong life'sjourney. | grew up with his music when he aired on WV ON and was probably one of hisfirst and
youngest fans on that station. | will miss him and | do thank God for our "Herbie Baby."1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Chicago Black Music HistoryBy KsunKent's book provides great insight into the evolution
of black music in the Chicago area from the 1950's until now. I'm sure Herb has enough info to write a series of books
on the topics of the development of black music radio and of his encounters with black music artists throughout the
years. He deserves great "props' for his hand in promoting the "steppin" dance phenomenom that has spread across the
country among middle-age blacks as away of both self-expression and good exercise.Herb still emcees showsin the
Chicago area and his own "performances’ are always fun to watch and hear. And when an "old school" music artist is
in the news, Herb's is the voice that many in Chicagoland listen for to hear an authoritative take on the life and career
of the artist in question. His on-air tales of his encounters with noted black music artists are usually blunt, funny and
true-to-life. His weekend radio shows are usually "must-listen" events for many middle age blacks in the Chicago
area.l grew up listening to Herb Kent and am glad that his shows are streamed on-line so that | can hear him wherever
I go. Long reign the undisputed "King of the Dusties'!

When Herb Kent was a straight-A college student in the 1940s, his white professor told him, Y ou have the best voice
in class, but youll never make it in radio because youre a Negro. This did not deter the poor kid from the Chicago
housing projects who had decided on aradio career at age five. It was just one more obstacle to face head on and
overcome. Known as the Cool Gent, the King of the Dusties, and the Mayor of Bronzeville, Herb Kent is one of radios
most illustrious and legendary stars. This fascinating autobiography details both the high and low points of Herb'slife
while providing avivid picture of black music, culture, and personalities from the 1950s to today. Herb had atypical
rock-and-roll lifestyledrugs, alcohal, al-night partying, and womeneventually hitting rock bottom, where he finally
faced his personal demons. At least nine times Herb came close to death, but through it all, he maintained his debonair,
classy persona and his uncanny knack for picking timeless tunes. And he didnt save only himself; along the way, he
blazed new trailsfor al African Americans and remains arole model for today's top degjays.

"Truly, alegendary radio personality. Like all of his adoring fans, | applaud Herb for his nearly 65 years of
contributions to Chicagos radio airwaves and for furthering hisinspirational reach through this book." Richard M.
Daley, mayor, Chicago



